132nd Town Committee
RE: The Vacancy in the Office of City Council for the 132nd District

Due to the unfortunate passing of Councilwoman Mary Evette Brantley, there exists a vacancy in
the Office of City Council for the 132nd District. While the 132nd Town Committee would have
welcomed the opportunity for a special election to fill the seat, the clear language of the City
Charter directs the City Council to fill the vacancy with a Democratic elector of the district by
majority vote. While this leaves the 132nd Town Committee with no formal or legal role in the
process, it is the tradition that the town committee of the district in which a vacancy exists makes
a recommendation to the City Council on who that person should be.

In order to appropriately exercise this advisory function, the 132nd Town Committee has
decided to give potential candidates an opportunity to express interest in the position and be
vetted prior to the Council’s consideration of the matter. Any 132nd Town Committee
members interested in the position must recuse themselves from the vetting process. The Town
Committee will forward all materials collected in the process to the City Council for its
consideration, and may by majority vote endorse one of the candidates. Ultimately, the
City Council will use its discretion pursuant to its Charter powers to fill the vacancy.

While the Charter only limits the potential candidates to fill the vacancy to registered
Democrats who live in the 132nd District, the Town Committee has decided to add the following

criteria for the purposes of exercising its advisory function:

=> No City employee will be considered for the 132nd Town Committee endorsement;

=> The candidate should have been a Democratic elector within the 132nd District as of
November 18, 2021. Candidates who switched their registration to Democrat or moved
into the district at a later time will not be considered for the endorsement;

=> Preference will be given to a candidate who resides in the Bassick precinct, since

Councilman Brown currently resides in the Central precinct.

What to Submit: Short Questionnaire (attached) and a resume highlighting civic/community
engagement.

How to Submit: Email all materials and contact information to ThomasGaudett@gmail.com

Timeline:
[ Wednesday, December 15th by 8pm — Deadline to submit questionnaire and resume.

[J Friday, December 17th after 5pm — Interviews to be scheduled with the 132nd Town

Committee; Discussion of candidates and potential vote to endorse a candidate.


mailto:ThomasGaudett@gmail.com

Questionnaire (Attach additional pages as needed)

. Name: Dasha T. Spell
. Party Affiliation as of 11/18/2021: Democratic

. Address (where registered to vote) as of 11/18/2021:
284 Beechwood Ave.
. Please state your interest in the Office of City Council for the 132nd District? Why

do you want to be on the City Council?

I am submitting my completed questionnaire & resume for the position of the
132nd City Council seat. | originally was introduced to Bridgeport Political
arena when | ran for Board of Education. | attended every meeting including
sub committees as | want a clear understanding of how and why the members
were making the decisions that did not same right. One of my issues was
around funding and why the children was not getting enough funding. | was
told that City Council was the governing body over the budget, and | would
have to ask them those questions. For an entire year, | signed up for public
speaking and my comments were focused on education and then | started to
speak about other issues going on in the city. During the last three local
elections, | had to opportunity to speak to neighbors across the city. Those
conversations provided me with insight into education is not the only issue
impacting the community. There are levels to the concerns of residents in
Bridgeport and | decided that | want to be a part of the solution verses always
having an issue without knowing the true history behind the choice. As a City
Council member, | will learn firsthand about making discussions that are in the
best benefit of a community vs a small portion of people. | believe that city
council members do have hardest position/ role in the city as leaders.
However, | do believe that | am up to the challenge through my perseverance
during all three election seasons as well as taken the time to do my research
prior to any task | take on.

| am asking for the opportunity to join city council for the 132nd district as
Councilmen Brown co-council to assist him in building a transparent term
where residents are provided resources: to help beautify the district, support
with addressing concerns of crime & multiply programs (sober, transitioning
housing, re-entry) in the district vs other districts, supporting family owned
businesses, addressing the upkeep of the many apartment buildings that
house some of our seniors, as well as the traffic problem on some of our side
streets. In closing, | am submitting my application because | always finish
what | started including seeing this candidacy process to the end



5. Please tell us about your qualifications for the Office of City Council, with a focus on

your past civic/community involvement.

The skill set that | would be to the city council position is:

-understanding the importance of my presence at all meetings

*| am currently a leader in my church and my responsibilities is to attend alll
meetings

-understanding of the city charter

*| read the city charter when | became interested in running for any public position
in the city

-I am aware of the district and how it is broken down by precinct

* 132-01 starts at the intersections of Park Ave. (odd side) & Brooklawn Ave. to
North Ave

*132-02 starts from North Ave (Clinton Ave. side) to parts of State St. (Yale to
Howard Ave. even side)

* Understanding budget process and how to read the city budget as | have
attended several budget & appropriation meetings over the years and would read
the budget

* Understanding that preparation and reading emails help with moving the voting
process along

*Understanding the City Council member represents the district & community as a
whole and every discussion is made in the best interest of the residents
*Respect for every member’ s perspective and can agree to disagree
*Awareness that every sub-committee does a detail job in reviewing agenda
items that common council will vote on

6. As a Councilperson, what would your priorities be while on the Council, including

issues that you think are most important to the residents of the 132nd District?

As a potential candidate for City Council my priority for the next 2 years would be
the following:

* A review of city charter and making the needed revisions as this is the
foundation of our community.

*The 5-year capital plan when it comes to the infrastructure for the city of
Bridgeport

-ensuring that we move forward with breaking ground on projects for affordable
housing, the new Bassick High School, paving the streets, paving sidewalks,
fixing the bridges to name a few

*The city budget for 2022-2023 fiscal year

*Resolution in regards to racial equality that reflects the residents in the city when
it comes to senior departments positions

7. Please attach a resume.
Note: At the interview, please come prepared to talk about your answers to these questions, as
well as others about your time commitments, understanding of the City Council duties, etc.
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